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Third woman graduates from Ranger School
By Chuck Williams, Columbus Ledger-Enquirer on 10.26.15
COLUMBUS, Ga. — Maj. Lisa Jaster wouldn’t quit. Friday morning at Victory Pond on Fort Benning she
got the fruits of that determination and grit when she was awarded the Ranger tab, signifying she had met the
standards for the Army’s most difficult combat leadership course.
She wasn’t the first woman to accomplish the feat: Capt. Kristen Griest and 1st Lt. Shaye Haver earned that
distinction two months ago. But Jaster’s accomplishment is no less significant. She is a 37-year-old mother of a 3year- old daughter and a son who turned 7 in August while she was grinding out 180 days in a course that takes 62
days if you go straight through without repeating a phase.
Jaster, a 2000 West Point graduate, also has a day job. She is a Shell Oil engineer in Houston and serves in
an Army Corps of Engineer Reserve unit based in Huntsville, Ala. She is married to Marine Lt. Col. Allan Jaster.
She also becomes part of the first father-daughter Ranger tandem. Her father, William Peplinski, also a
West Point graduate, completed Ranger School in March 1969, according to Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade
records. He lives in Wisconsin and was too ill to attend the Friday ceremony.
“There is no quitting,” Jaster said in a news conference on post a couple of hours before she and 88 other
soldiers graduated. “I can’t have quit in me. So, there was never an option to stop. There was never an option to
quit.” But that doesn’t mean she didn’t think about it.
Jaster, Griest and Haver had been part of a group of 19 women to start the course on April 19. They were
the survivors as they moved from Fort Benning to the mountains in early July. The others had all been dropped from
the course.
On a day in late July, Jaster’s iron will was tested.
“When Kris and Shaye moved on and I didn’t, that was by far one of the hardest days of Ranger School for
me,” she said. “I remember Kris coming over happy, expecting me to say I was also moving on. She gave me the
biggest hug and I looked at her literally with tears in my eyes saying, ‘I’m done. I can’t do this.’”
But one look at a photo she carried throughout the course changed her mind. It was of her children, Zac and
Victoria.
“I keep a picture in my pocket where my daughter and son are both wearing superhero T- shirts,” she said.
“I have written across the front of the picture I need to be their hero. All I had to do was look at that picture and
remember I didn’t come to Ranger School just because I wanted to get a piece of cloth on my shoulder.”
She said the reason she stepped out of her comfort zone and into the physically demanding course had to do with
being part of a pilot program to see if women could handle the demands.
“I wanted to do something,” she said. “I wanted to better myself as a leader and I wanted to help the Army
in this endeavor on whether or not we should integrate Ranger School and should I be here. I am part of the answer
to that question and I wanted to give it my best effort.”
And that question was answered shortly after Haver and Griest graduated on Aug. 21. It was announced
that Ranger School would be open to all qualified soldiers, men and women. The next course that starts in
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November is expected to have female soldiers, Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade commanders have said.
Griest, a military police officer stationed at Fort Campbell, Ky., and Haver, an attack helicopter pilot
stationed at Fort Carson, Colo., were at Fort Benning on Friday to watch the graduation. Neither woman commented
to the media about Jaster’s graduation, but they celebrated with her at Victory Pond and later at a lunch at the
National Infantry Museum & Soldier Center. All three women are West Point graduates and both Ranger School
graduations attracted a group of West Point female alums. There were about 35 here Friday, about half the number
that attended the August graduation.
Jaster said she learned a lot about herself during the six months she was in the school.
“I thought I was smarter — I thought I knew more,” she said. “I told my boss, ‘This is easy; physically I
can handle it. I will be back in nine weeks, don’t worry.’ It has been 26 weeks.”
She said the fact that gender was not a major issue inside the course was surprising.
“The thing that surprised me the most was the professionalism of my peers and the acceptance I received
from the men as well as the instructors here,” she said. “I thought there would be more resistance. But once you get
in the field and once you start training shoulder to shoulder, gender stops mattering very quickly. And it was, ‘Can
you accomplish the mission.’ I was impressed and surprised by the professionalism of everyone I dealt with.”

