
Grade:  9th 
Genre: Editorial 

Advanced/Exceeds/4 
 

Proficient/Meets/3  Partially Proficient/ 
Approaching/2 

Unsatisfactory/ 
Does Not Meet/1 

M
LA

 

 
Formatting 
20 points 

All met: 1” margins, 1.5 or double-spaced, 
left aligned; ½: indents on paragraphs, 
printed, professional; centered original 
title & heading  

Missing one element from the 
description under Advanced.  

Missing 2-3 elements from the 
description under Advanced. 

Missing 4+ elements from 
Advanced description.  

Citations 
30 points 

Works Cited follows MLA format exactly & 
lists resources used as evidence; lead-ins 
to evidence clear, written as part of 
sentence/paragraphs; identifies important 
info about evidence.  

Works Cited is close to MLA format; 
shows effort, organized; few missing or 
incorrect elements; lead-ins need 
minimal revision to meet “Advanced” 
description. 

Works Cited page attempted, but is 
not MLA format &/or -2 missing 
elements; OR missing  lead-ins to 
evidence  

No Works Cited page; and/OR 
little effort made to name 
sources in essay;  
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Intro / 
Opening 
 

Opening uses a clear, expertly used hook 
to engage readers; gives important info & 
introduces claim. 

Claim is strongly stated, arguable, 
relevant, & thought-provoking; names two 
thoughtful and separate “reasons”.  

Hook interests readers, gives basic info 
& introduces claim. 
 
Claim is specific & arguable; two 
“reasons” stated in claim.  

Hook is does not effectively 
establish the claim or is clichéd; 
no/little background/problem info 
provided; claim no intro.  

Claim is vague, unorganized, or not 
arguable; claim states no “reasons” 
or reasons are similar.  

No hook, OR hook is 
disconnected from topic, intro 
creates confusion. 
 
Claim is confusing, unclear, 
missing, or unidentifiable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Development 
of Ideas 
 

Uses multiple pieces of relevant evidence 
from credible sources; lead-ins 
incorporated clearly & effectively. 

All evidence is thoroughly explained with 
clear, insightful reasoning; skillfully 
connects back to claim.  

Employs strong, well-balanced & effective 
use of appeals throughout. 

Addresses validity of both the claim & 
counterclaims; well-refuted counterclaim. 

Argument progresses smoothly; strong. 

Includes some relevant evidence from 
credible sources; lead-in cites sources. 

Evidence is adequately explained with 
reasoning. 

The writing uses appropriate appeals.  

The writing identifies a counterclaim & 
discusses its connection to the claim. 

Clear & logical progression of ideas 
craft good argument. 

Insufficient evidence &/or some 
examples not relevant to the claim; 
too few sources cited with lead-ins.  

Reasoning does not clearly support 
claim, or simply restates evidence. 

Awkwardly appeals or relies too 
heavily on one type; OR appeals too 
weak to be effective.  

Identifies counterclaim, but does 
not refute/or disprove. 

Argument somewhat weak.  

Inaccurate and/or irrelevant 
evidence or no evidence is 
included; no cited sources.  

Evidence not explained, or 
reasoning contradicts claim, is 
confusing or absent. 

The writing does not employ 
any appeals. 

The writing does not identify 
any counterclaims. 
Argument too weak.  

 

Development 
of Internal 
Structure  
 

Ideas are intentionally organized to 
develop argument in a sophisticated 
pattern linking claim, evidence, & 
reasoning, and counterclaims. 

Transitions enhance organization. 

Ideas are logically organized to develop 
the argument linking claim, evidence, & 
reasoning. 

Transitions support organization. 

Organization needs improvement 
&/or does not clearly connect claim, 
evidence, & reasoning. 

Transitions too basic or awkward; 
and/or transitions needed.  

Ideas are not organized. 

Transitions impede ideas.  

 
 
Closure/ 
Conclusion 
 

Conclusion articulates & strengthens 
claim, synthesizes ideas to propose a 
viable solution or call to action that 
addresses the problem/issue. 

Conclusion inspires the audience to reflect 
on, ponder, act on the claim, solutions, & 
topic.  

Conclusion articulates the claim, 
summarizes and ties together the 
presented argument to propose a 
solution that addresses the problem or 
issue; includes call to action. 

Conclusion encourages the audience to 
reflect on the claim & solution. 

Conclusion restates the claim 
without proposing a solution that 
addresses the problem or issue; call 
to action clear, awkward, or weak. 

Conclusion limits the opportunity 
for reflection; ends somewhat 
abruptly; importance unclear.  

Conclusion introduces new 
ideas or ideas that contradict 
to the claim; no call to action.  

Conclusion does ask readers 
to think; seems unfinished 
and or undeveloped.  
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Word 
Choice & 
Tone  
 

Word choice and language is vivid and 
enhances writer’s authority & readers’ 
understanding of topic/ issue/ problem. 

Language generates specific emotions in 
audience; tone is clear & effective; clever, 
sophisticated wording; all correct words.  

Word choice & language is clear & 
supports writer’s authority & readers’ 
understanding of topic/issue/problem. 

Language aims to make audience care, 
tone is appropriate; no/few incorrectly 
written or used words. 

Word choice is vague, does not 
support writer’s authority and/or 
reader’s understanding; impedes 
argument somewhat; some 
incorrectly written or used words. 

Word and language is too 
vague, impedes argument 
severely; too many words 
incorrectly written/used.  

 

Sentence 
Fluency/ 
Phrasing 

Sentence structures vary, enhancing 
clarity, rhythm & fluency. 

Phrasing is sophisticated, clever.  

Sentences varied throughout essay; 
some long, some short, etc.   

Writing is clear.  

Sentences are somewhat unclear, 
choppy; too little variety.  

Sentences are sometimes unclear.  

Sentences are too often 
unclearly written or 
confusing. 
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Conventions 

  

Errors are none or minimal; little/ no 
editing needed; expertly proofread.    

All sentences written correctly; all 
complete. 

Demonstrates mastery crafting compound 
sentences, shows effective use of both 
semi-colon & comma-conjunction.   

Few errors present but do not distract; 
some editing needed; well-proofread. 

Sentences are almost all written 
correctly; very few run-ons/fragments. 

Shows some ability to correctly craft 
compound sentences, few (1-3) errors; 
missing semi OR comma-conjunction. 

Errors in sentences distract reader 
somewhat; editing needed. 

Almost all sentences are correct & 
complete; 4+ errors in compound 
sentences OR ability to craft 
compound sentences still 
developing. 

Errors distract; considerable 
editing needed.   

Too many sentences incorrect 
& incomplete; no ability to 
craft compound sentences 
shown; OR no compound 
sentences written into essay. 

 

Oral 
Delivery/ 
Presentation 
25 points 

Oral delivery contributes to and refines 
the message/argument; use of voice 
effectively engages audience; reading is 
expert, fluent & smooth; pace is 
intentional & thoughtful; well-practiced. 

Oral delivery successfully 
communicates the writing & message.  

Reading is well paced; practiced.  

Student reads essay but stumbles, 
mumbles, distracting changes in 
pace, lack of fluency, etc. message 
impeded. 

Student did not present essay 
orally—0 POINTS EARNED.  

FORMAT: ___/20    WORKS CITED: ___/30    ORAL DELIVERY: ___/25    ESSAY: _____/200    TOTAL EARNED: __________/275  


